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Synopsis

The Aztecs brings to life one of the best-known indigenous civilizations of the Americas in a vivid,
comprehensive account of the ancient Aztecs. A thorough examination of Aztec origins and
civilization including religion, science, and thought Incorporates the latest archaeological
excavations and research into explanations of the Spanish conquest and the continuity of Aztec
culture in Central Mexico Expanded coverage includes key topics such as writing, music, royal

tombs, and Aztec predictions of the end of the world
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Customer Reviews

"Michael Smith draws on ethnohistory and the most recent archaeological findings, including his
own first-hand investigations, to update his comprehensive account of the Aztecs. The Aztecs
provides a valuable overview for scholars and an accessible text for students." - Deborah L. Nichols,
Dartmouth College "Top archaeologist Michael Smith combines the latest archaeological research
outside the imperial capital with insights from the ethnohistorical sources to present a well-balanced

and dynamic view of Aztec society." - Elizabeth Boone, Tulane University

The Aztecs brings to life one of the best-known indigenous civilizations of the Americas in a vivid,
comprehensive account of the ancient Aztecs. Immensely readable, Smith’s detailed descriptions of
the daily life of the Aztec people provide an excellent and thorough grounding in the subject for
students and general readers. Based on the earliest discoveries and newest research in the field,

The Aztecs, Third Edition has been revised and updated with the latest advances in Aztec



archaeology and ethnohistory. Smith presents a new perspective on Aztec government and kings,
additional descriptions of major archaeological sites, and expanded coverage of codices, religious
beliefs, and the importance of areas distant from the capital city. New photographs and illustrations
from the latest fieldwork rounds out the most informative and up-to-date treatment of Aztec

civilization available.

Even though it is a textbook, The Aztecs, by Michael Smith is very well written and extremely
interesting. Once | picked it upand started to read it | had trouble putting it down. The book is
comprehensive and covers everything from their history toeveryday life. It is authoritative, being
based on archeological as well as ethnohistorical sources. | am sure that anyone whois interested in

the Aztecs will love this book.

Informative and well written.

A wonderful compilation of the Aztec society by Michael Smith. It is all inclusive in describing every

facet of their life.

| could not put it down. It was captivatingly informative. To understand the people that built these
magnificent structures was a delight. Would recommend this book for anyone interested in good

history.

| was interested in knowing more about the aztecs and selected this book because the author is an
authority and the reviews, though few, were good. The text is objective though uninspired and, more
disappointingly, it's content is thin. The photos, probably taken from the public domain, are old and

blurred. The e-book price is $30 and has a total of 400 pages (i.e., 7.5 cents/page).

| love this book. | have read almost every book there is to read on the Aztecs and their lives as part
of a multi-year research project. | actually read this book through a library first before | realized that
it was quite possibly the best resource on the Aztecs | could find, so | bought my own copy. In
rereading this textbook, | have found a treasure trove of information on virtually every single aspect
of Aztec life.This textbook flows well, starting with the basic history and context of the Aztec people,
from very early history through the culture-altering visit from the Spanish. We touch upon every

important aspect of the Aztec life - food, religion, architecture, natural resources, jobs, tools, etc.



Michael Smith uses every resource he could find to weave together a very comprehensive tale of
these indigenous people in Central Mexico. Each resource is cited within its context, so you can fully
understand where the information is coming from and whether it's biased - for example the records
that Spanish conquerors took of Aztec rituals and ceremonies are tinted with judgement and
xenophobia, whereas the Aztec records and documents can be incomplete or mistranslated.l would
purchase this textbook fifty times over. If | had to have only one resource on the Aztecs, this would

be it.

Very wonderful and insightful look into a world that was gone to early.

This book is very dry with lots of useless info unless you are studying to be an expert on the subject.
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